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Writing this thesis was an interesting process, it began as a curious interest in the Caribbean 
region, which was very unfamiliar area to me mystified by stories of pirates and modern day 
paradise islands. My interest however began to grow the more I read about it as I became 
amazed by the ability of Caribbean states to survive in the modern world and I began to 
widen my understanding. For succeeding in my studies and completing this thesis I owe 
my gratitude firstly to the Tampere Peace Research Institute for allowing me adequate ac-
ademic liberties to follow my interests, and to the University of West Indies for widening 
my understanding in a whole new range of issues and not the least in the Caribbean studies. 
To my thesis supervisor professor Teemu Palosaari, for his endless patience and gentle 
guidance and numerous encouragements, and professor Sandra Ochieng-Springer for 
sharing her enthusiasm. My deepest gratitude’s belong to my family and friends, whose 
high expectations challenge me perform in high standards and to succeed in the path laid 
in front of me.  Most of all I want to thank my friend, Adam Dunn, who has believed in me, 





























































































































































































































































































































































































ing	 space	 for	new	constructs,	Richard	Bloomfield	 (1998,	p.	 121)	notes	 that	 in	 the	Caribbean	 the	
“transformation	of	the	security	debate	obeys	two	fundamental	changes	in	the	international	situa-










tion	 from	coercion-based	 threats”	 and	 “soft	 security”	 “as	protection	 against	 non-coercion-based	
threats”.	 (2016,	pp.	2-3)	He	also	defines	environmental	security	as	the	“protection	from	environ-




























































































































dies	 in	Cave	Hill	campus	at	Barbados,	and	a	dive	master	 internship	 in	the	British	Virgin	 Islands	 in	
Autumn	2016.	These	experiences	gave	me	some	deeper	understanding	of	the	Caribbean	way	of	life	
and	every	day	aspects	of	security	in	the	region.		However,	this	thesis	is	not	based	on	anthropological	

















































the	economic	crisis	 in	Latin	America	 in	early	1900s	would	 launch	European	recolonization	as	 the	
British,	German	and	 Italian	gunboats	had	already	blockaded	the	ports	of	economically	defaulting	







































from	1879	to	1883;	and	the	Leeward	Islands	Federation	which	 lasted	much	 longer,	 from	1871	to	
1958.	The	later	was	followed	by	the	British	West	Indian	Federation	from	1958	to	1962.	(Baird,	2011,	

























1974	 United	Kingdom	 Jamaica	 1973	 United	Kingdom	
Bahamas	 1983	 United	Kingdom	 Montserrat	 1974	 United	Kingdom	
Barbados	 1973	 United	Kingdom	 Saint	Lucia	 1974	 United	Kingdom	
Belize	 1974	 United	Kingdom	 St	Kits	and	Nevis	 1974	 United	Kingdom	
Dominica	 1974	 France	 St	Vincent	and	the	
Grenadines	
1974	 United	Kingdom	
Grenada	 1974	 United	Kingdom	 Suriname	 1995	 The	Netherlands	










































































































































‘brain	 drain’,	 the	 loss	 of	 highly,	 and	 expensively,	 educated	 persons,	 in	 the	 Caribbean	 countries	


























and	 looked	 for	 the	 increasing	 international	governance	embodied	 in	 the	UN	and	OAS	 to	provide	
collective	defence	against	possible	aggressors	indicating	for	more	liberal	internationalist	thought	to	

















































































































called	 for	a	 respect	 for	 the	non-interference	and	non-intervention	principles	as	well	as	declared	
their	belief	on	the	vitality	of	deepening	the	regional	integration.	According	to	the	declaration	the	
member	states	agreed	to	“Assert	our	commitment	to	the	maintenance	of	absolute	respect	for	de-
































































































































































there	are	also	significant	disagreements.	His	 findings	point	out	 that	 the	divergence	 is	greatest	 in	



























































































































adjustment	 programs,	 poverty	 and	 income	 inequality,	 crime	 and	 cuts	 on	 social	 service	 (Dennis,	
Layme,	&	King,	2001)	and	Antony	Bryan	has	found	that	“there	is	widespread	official	and	public	per-
ception	 in	 the	region	that	economic	vulnerability	 is	at	 the	core	of	Caribbean	 insecurity.”	 (Bryan,	
1998,	p.	35)	Supporting	the	priority	of	economic	aspect,	Andres	Serbin	argues	that	“in	a	market	





















































organised	crime.	 	The	non-traditional	 threats	 include	“fragility	of	democratic	governance,	human	
rights	abuses,	environmental	disasters	and	degradation,	economic	 instability,	corruption,	diseases	
















































Community	 CARICOM	 due	 to	 the	 growing	 ideological	 divide	 among	 the	 Hemispheric	 countries	
(Tikunas,	2013;	Cope	&	Mora,	2009;	Byran,	2011).	
Table	3	Regional	organisations	in	the	Caribbean	
Organisation	 Established	 Nature	 Members	 Dominant	Power	
OAS	 1948	 Economic,	Political,		 35	 U.	S,	Brazil,	
CARICOM	 1973	 Economic,	Political,	Security	 15+5	 Jamaica,	T&T,	Barbados	
CELAC	 2010	 Economic,	Political	 33	 Venezuela,	Mexico	
UNASUR	 2008	 Economic,	Political	 11	 Brazil	
ALBA	 2004	 Economic,	Political,	Security	 11	 Venezuela,	Cuba	
RSS	 1973	 Security	 7	 Barbados,	U.	S	











































































































































































scale	war,	 should	 Colombia	 execute	 similar	 actions	within	 Venezuelan	 territory.	 (Romero,	 2008)	
(CNN,	2008)	The	2008	stand-off,	between	the	regionally	powerful	and	significant	Colombia,	Ecuador	





























































































nancial	 resources,	 to	 intervene	 in	 the	markets	 or	 to	 take	 part	 in	 the	 international	 negotiations.	
(Byron,	2007.)	
	













The	CARICOM	 issued	 the	Nassau	Declaration	on	 International	 Terrorism	on	12th	of	October	 con-
demning	the	September	11th	attacks	in	the	U.	S,	but	appeared	more	concerned	about	the	economic	
impact	on	the	region	than	an	actual	attack	on	the	U.S.		
“We	are	painfully	aware	of	 the	disruption	caused	to	 the	global	economy	by	 the	events	of	11	
September.	We	are	concerned	that	the	attacks	developments	have	been	especially	devastating	
to	our	tourism,	aviation,	financial	services	and	agricultural	sectors,	which	are	the	major	sources	
of	 GDP,	 foreign	 exchange	 earnings	 and	 to	 the	 employment	 in	 the	 countries	 of	 our	 Region.	 “	
(CARICOM,	2001)	






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Strategy	 in	2013.	 	The	security	 landscape	 in	 the	Caribbean	after	 the	appearance	of	 the	Common	
Crime	and	Security	Strategy	 in	2013,	will	be	defined	by	 the	success	of	 their	 cooperative	 security	
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Annexes:	
	 Annex	1	RSS	mobilisations	(According	to	RSS	website,	(RSS,	2017)	
1983	 The	Grenada	Intervention	Operation	
1989	 Hurricane	Hugo	in	Antigua,	St	Kitts	and	Nevis	and	Montserrat	
1990	 Aftermath	of	attempted	coup	in	Trinidad	and	Tobago	
1994	 St	Kitts	and	Nevis,	Internal	security	(Prison	uprising)	
1995	 Hurricanes	Lois	and	Marilyn	in	Antigua	and	St	Kitts	and	Nevis	
1998	 Hurricane	George	in	St	Kitts	and	Nevis	
1998	 St	Vincent	and	the	Grenadines,	Operation	WEEDETER	(eradication	of	cannabis)	
2003	 St	Lucia,	Operation	of	Bordelais	(transfer	of	prisoners	to	a	new	prison)	
2005	 Barbados,	Operation	Restore	Peace	
2007	 Cricket	World	Cup	07	in	RSS	member	States	
2010	 Haiti,	Operation	Restore	Peace	
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	 Annex	2	Threat	perceptions	in	the	Caribbean	1990	(Griffith	I.	L.,	1990,	p.	37)	
	
	
